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CB:.APTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
PURPOSE OF THE STUm 
'lhe purpose of this study is to examine twelve cases consisting of 
twelve boys in the care of The Boston Children's Aid Association all of 
whom returned to their own homes follc:rni.ng placement. 'lhe writer will at-
tempt to discover which factors influenced the boys' return to their own 
homes. Who made the decision to terminate placement?. On what basis were 
the decisions made? To what extent were the decisions of the parents and 
the other agencies in agreement with the thinking of 'lhe Children t s Asso-
ciation? 
SOJPE OF THE STUDY AN!D SOURCES OF DATA 
The present study includes twelve boys all of whom returned to 
their own homes following foster home or institutional placement preceding 
discharge or at the time of discharge from the agency in the calendar years 
of 1949 and 1950. These boys include those who returned to their own homes 
and later returned to another placement, also those who returned home 
pennanentl;r before their discharge. All but one of the boys had been re-
ferred to The Children's Aid Association previous to 1949 or 1950. 
The material was gathered from the social case records o£ families 
in The Older Boys' Department of The Children's Aid Association, and in-
eludes summaries from cooperating social agencies, institutions, ps.rchia-
trists, and ps.rchologists. Seven of ten cases of 1950 and five of fourteen 
cases of 1949 were selected because they provided sufficient material 
-,-~ 
_::._~-
worthy of study and were representative of the twenty-four cases of boys 
al.l of whom returned home previous to or at the time of discharge in 1949 
and 1,950. 
ME1HODS OF PROCEDURE 
Cases which indicated that boys had returned to their own homes 
following placement previous to or at time of discharge were given to the 
writer by the case work supervisor of ilia Older Boys' Department or were 
selected from the card file by the writer. Each case was read and the in-
formation gathered by means of a schedule specifically designed to dis-
cover comparative material. Abstracts and interpretations of the cases 
were made to clarify the data. A review of literature has been a guide in 
the selection of material and in the interpretation of its significance. 
LIMITATIONS 
This study was obviously limited in size due to the small number 
of cases studied. Although both boys and girls are cared for by the Asso-
ciation, this study was limited to boys. 
Limitations also lie in the fact that the case records were not 
written for research purposes and, therefore, do not alw~s present com-
pletely uniform material nor an equal amount in each case. 
2he study is also limited for it does not include an extensive 
study' of the boys after they have returned to their own homes. The length 
of time that the agency works with the boy after placement varies with the 
situation and often is no longer than six months. 
ACKNOWLEOOMENT 
'lhe writer would like to acknowledge indebtedness to "!Dr. Kenneth I. 
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Wollan, executive secretary of ~e Boston Children•s Aid Association, and 
to Mr. Robert B. Hill, case work supervisor of The Older Boys• Department, 
for permission to make use of the case material in this agency where the 
writer was not employed nor doing fieldwork, and to Mr. Hill for his very 
helpful suggestions. 
I 
! 
I 
CHAPTER II 
THE HISTORY, FUNCTION, A.NlD POLICIES 
OF iHE 
BOSTON CHILDREN 1 S AilD ASSOCIATION 
PART 1.. ~e Histoxy of 'lhe Children's Aid Association. 
The Bestom. Children's Aid Association, a private adoption and 
child placililg agency, was fanned by the con.solidatiolil. of four agencies: 
'lhe Boston Female Asylum, later named The Boston Society for the Care of' 
Girls, '!he Boston Children's Aid Society and the Massachusetts Infant 
Asylum.1 Each of the four agencies had been organized te meet the needs 
of a special group of children. In the Boston Female Asylum, founded in 
1800, 
It was interesting to note that great care was said to be taken in 
finding suitable homes for the girls and that the supply of homes 
was greater than the demand b~t there was little supervision of the 
homes by the institution. • • no study was made of the frly si tua-
tion and there was no effort to maintain family relations. 
In 1919 the name became the Boston Society for the Care of Girls and the 
agency became increasingly interested in prevention. Under the direction 
of Miss Mabelle B. Blake, the society had progressed rapidly in raising 
the standard of' foster-home care. ll'lhe children were studied carefully, 
the homes were studied and selected with equal thoroughness and continued 
1 Edith M. H. Baylor and Elio n. Monachesi, 'lhe Rehabilitation 
of 01Udren, P• 496. 
2 ~., P• 497. 
3 ~., P• 498. 
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supervision was given.4 
The Massachusetts Infant Asylum, -whose articles of incorporation 
were drawn up in 1867, was a particularzy farsighted agency. Its staff 
realized the . importance of the individual treatment of each child and, 
therefore, did not aJ.low a large number to be under their care at one time. 
They also felt responsible for those that the agency could not care for in 
that they tried to secure "comfortable provision for those 'Whom they could 
not admit.n5 
The original purpose of the Boston Children's Aid Society, organ-
ized in 1863, was to improve the conditions of children convicted of 
breaking the law, those awaiting trial, and those 'Who had already com-
pleted reformatory sentences. One year later the purpose and scope was 
considerably broadened. The first annual report states: 
••• taking from the streets boys from seven to twelve years of age, 
-who are living in such exposed and neglected circumstances as to be 
likel;r to fall into vicious habits or those who have already taken 
the first step in crime; and in place of the wild life they have been 
leading, to train them for a -wb.Ue, as in a family, with love and 
religious care; to place them, if possible, in better circumstances, 
and to m~tain an oversight and influence upon them even after they 
leave us. 
The annual reports of the Olildren t s Aid Society mention that the foster 
hGmes were selected with great care and that the boys were rarel;r re-
placed. 
Since 1888 several changes in the work of the Children's Aid 
4 Baylor and Monachesi, ~· cit., p. 499. 
5 ~., P• 500. 
6 Jmnual Report to The Board of Directors, 1864. 
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Society may be observed in their reports. The children were placed in 
boarding and free homes and received regular supervision. The staff then 
considered .family ties in order that relations might be strengthened. 
As the society developed, it made several important contributions. 
Not only was this agency in advance of the state in providing assistance 
to deperident as ·well as delinquent children, but also its home-finding and 
placement··departinent served as models. 
In 1884 the Children's Aid Society. started the Home Library Plan 
which was later called the Department of Neighborhood Clubs, a department 
which has·· continued· to offer organized recreation to children and'ivh:i:ch'··· 
maintains a"'eliildren I s camp in Cohasset, Massachusetts. 
The society established the :first juvenile probation program in 
the United States through staff representation in court in 1907. The 
society cooperated closely with the court in the care and placement of 
boys and girls, and it furnished the court with detention care in .foster 
homes, a practice which the Association .follows today. 
The Preventive Clinic was established in 1915 in cooperation 'With 
the Boston Dispensary and The Church Home Society, a procedure which is 
continued by the Association today. 
By 1910, 
the Children's Aid Society bad became a child-placing agency in a 
modern sense with processes of investigation, home-finding~ placement, 
well defined and with departments functioning efficiently. ' 
7 Baylor and Monachesi, ~· cit., p. 51.3. 
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It was felt by 1922 that there were too many agencies and that 
more could be accomplished through a merger. Therefore, in 1922 The 
Society :for the care o:f Girls, The Massachusetts Infant Asylum, The Boston 
Children• s Aid Society and The North End Mission, which for many years 
conducted the Mount Hope Home, combined to :form The Children's Aid Asso-
ciation under the direction o:f Mr. AJ..fred F. 1Th.itman. Although :family 
ties were considered by the agency before 1922, the Association began to 
lay particular stress on family relationships and in the strengthening of 
disorganized families. 
Under the direction of Mr. Alfred F. Whitman, 1922 to 1951, and 
Dr. Kenneth I. Wollan, the present executive secretary, there has been an 
increased interest in the application of psychiatric concepts to treat-
ment. 
The Older Boys' Department has always been interested in the boy 
with behavior problems. :From 1944 to January, 1949, work with delinquents 
has been emphasized, revealing that boys with serious behavior problems 
can be helped through case work. However, in January, 1949, the Youth 
Service Board, a tax supported agency, was created by the Massachusetts 
Legislative act to deaJ. with boys brought to court and, therefore, assumed 
responsibility for ~ children. In a very few cases the Youth Service 
Board has asked the Children's Aid Association to continue supervision of 
boys who had been under the care of the Association prior to their commit-
ment. 
Today the Boston Children's Aid Association not only has expanded 
and grown, but al.so continues as a leading children t s agency consisting 
o:f several. departments. The Association includes the Department o:f Neigh-
7 
borhood Clubs under the direction of the executive secretar,r, as well as 
The Foster Care Department, and the Adoption Department, which are super-
vised by' the director of case work. The Foster Care Department has three 
.. -
divisions: '!he Older Boys' Department, Home Finding, and 'Ihe Girls 1 Depart , 
ment, each supervised by workers under the general supervision of the 
director of case work. 'Ihe Girls' Department of the Foster Care Division 
works with all children under ten years of age and with the older girls. 
'Ihe Girls 1 10epartment includes case workers, nurses, and a worker who is 
in charge of handling and buying of the children t s clothes. 'Ihe Older Boys 
Department usu~ works with boys ten years and over. 
'Ihe agency has given especial attention to the stuey of children 
who have been available for adoption. 
In order to complete the histor,r of 'Ihe Children's .Aid Association, 
the writer will present figures which give an idea as to the size of the 
work done in the year 1951. Six hundred thirty-eight children were served 
in the foster care and adoption departments. 'lhree hundred fifty-eight of 
those were placed in foster boarding homes and in special schools used by 
the Association for many of its teen-age boys and girls. Two hundred 
seventeen children were given temporary care. lliree hundred seventeen 
children were enrolled in the 1Department of Neighborhood Clubs. 8 
'Ihe <hildren' s Aid Association has progressed with the changing 
times and philosophy in social work. It has continued to be concerned 
with a true understanding of the child and effective methods of treatment. 
8 ttThese Are 'Ihey," The Olildren's Aid Association, Inc., A Report 
for the Year 1951. 
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PART 2 • Older Boys t Department. 
The Boston Olildren 1 s Aid Associatien provides foster care and other 
facilities in behalf of children ef all ages, sects, nationalities 
and color who, -because of misfortune and misunderstanding, are not 
having normal opportunities in life.9 
Today, the Children's Aid Association operates as a private agency 
which for the most part does not accept cases of leng time dependency and 
neglect, which are now usually cared for by public agencies. Hewever, an 
exception is readily made when it is felt that the agency can. be of special 
help. 
The Children's Aid Association serves the Bosten Community Fund 
area and eastern Massachusetts, with the exception of those tmms and 
cities which have a public or private child-placing agency of their own. 
Children from outside the district are accepted when there is adequate 
reimbursement and when otker agencies cannot serve them. 
'nle present study' is related to the Older Boys' Department. Older 
boys are served by supervisors, case workers and graduate case work 
students. The Association recognizes that it is desirable to have men 
working with older boys. Usually, boys above ten years of age are ac-
cepted in this department; however, exceptions are made and applications 
decided upon in accordance with their individual implications. Younger 
boys are accepted if they have serious emotional problems and would bene-
fit by having a male case worker. 
'lhe staff of the Older Boys' Department utilizes the many re-
sources available inside and outside the agency. CarefulJ.;y chosen foster 
9 Manual of The Boston Children's Aid Associatien. 
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parents are an essential part of the agency's resources. Besides foster 
homes, The Children's Aid Association operates the Berquist Home, and one 
other temporary home for older boys. 'lhis home is supervised by a couple 
employed by the Association and records are kept of the boys, with evalua-
tions by the worker using the home. 'lhe agency pays the couple a tempor&.rJ 
rate per boy with a minimum guarantee of eight boys. llie courts, Youth 
Service Board, and private agencies also may enter boys in these homes and 
pay the regular rate. In addition, the department uses many small board-
ing a chools. 
Psychiatric help and psycholGgical examinations are sometimes a 
necessary part of work done with the boys. A psychiatrist at the Judge 
Baker Guidance Center serves as the consulting psychiatrist. Since there 
is no psychiatrist within the agency, clinics are used when psychiatric 
treatment is needed. The Older Boys' Department depends upon community 
resources for psychological testing and vocational guidance. 
Every boy who comes under the care of the agency receives a thor-
ough admission health examination at the Preventive Clinic at the Boston 
Dispensary. 'lhe clinic staff, which consists of doctors and medical 
social workers especially assigned for children of llie Children 1 a Aid As-
sociation, tries to make .the examination a pleasant and individual ex-
perience. In addition to a thorough admission examination, periodic exams 
and special help are given throughout the boy• s care. Dental service is 
also provided. 
The Children's Aid Association recognizes the importance of the 
parent-child relationship and, therefore, placement bec0mes a sharing 
10 
process between the family and the agency. 'Jhe parents and child in the 
case work relationship participate fully in plans for placement. ~e 
workers are always aware that the child belongs to his parents and, there-
fore, the parents are given considerable opportunity to decide if place-
ment is "What they desire for their child. Since the agency recognizes the 
importance of the boy's ~reparation for placement, the boy and his parents 
usually visit the foster home wi. th the case worker before placement. 'Jhe 
visit also enables the parents to become acquainted with the foster parents 
In situations where it is expected that boys wi.ll return to their OWB home, 
visits by the parents are encouraged during the placement. If the parental 
,· 
relationship is upse~ting to the boy, the worker attempts to interpret te 
the parents its effect on the child and, when necessary, limits the cen-
tacts with the boy• However, if it seems advisable to have the parents 
visit more frequently, it is arranged. 
The case worker discusses with the parents the amount of beard 
they are able to pay :for their son. Occasionally an older boy works in 
the :foster home and earns some of his board. When the :financial. arrange-
ment is made, the :parents are asked to sign a boarding agreement, (a copy 
o:f which can be found at the end o:f this study). Since some parents :fear 
that by signing a paper they are surrendering their child to the agency, 
the case worker explains that they are nGt giving up th.eir responsibility 
and rights to their children. Parents are encouraged as much as possible 
to contribute towards their sons' clothing; hewever, i:f they are unable ta 
do so, the Association will pay :for all or part o:f the clothing since it 
believes that the boy in care shoul.d be dressed as well as others. 'lhe 
boys are given a weekly allewance "Which the parent or agency pay-s. 
ll 
Case work is an essential. part of the service provided by the Boys 1 
Department. It is important in helping the child and parents to accept 
placement, in maintaining a good relationship so that the ease worker may 
work with the boy while he is in the foster home, and in preparing him for 
a future after he leaves the placement. 'Ihe ease worker and foster parents 
cooperate closely in the interest of the boy and his family. The case 
worker, who has speeici.l training and knows the family, may help the foster 
parents to understand the boy and his parents, whereas the foster parents, 
who are especially chosen by the agency, live with the boy and, therefore, 
may contribute to the worker•s understanding. Frequently case work serv-
ices are rendered to the parents for their own problems since the boy's ad-
justment may be dependent upon that of the parents, and they may need some-
one to help them at this critical. time when they have found it necessary to 
board their child. Whenever possible, '!he Boston Children 1 s Aid Associa-
tion encourages a family to utilize its own and community resources to make 
the life of a child in his own home more satisfying and complete. Unless 
another organization is working with the family when the boy returns to his 
own home, 'Ihe Children's Aid Association keeps in contact with them for ap-
proximately six months, or until a time when the family can manage inde-
pendently or a more appropriate agency may serve them. 
'Ihe Children's Aid Association understands its function to be the 
giving of services with a definite objective in view. ~e objective may 
be helping the child to return to his home when the difficulty causing him 
to leave has been removed, or helping an adolescent to become self-
maintaining. 
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CHAPTER III 
SURVEY OF LI'IERATURE 
The child's home is of considerable importance. He is bound by 
many ties to his family no matter how good a foster home he has. "Man is 
a social. being. He springs from the soil of family life, from it he draws 
sustenance, to it he is bound by innumerable fibers. nl 
Although the child has an excellent foster home, he frequently 
feels al.one, without honor, and clings to his own home. 
To be a foster child is to be, in miniature, somewhat like a man 
without a country. ·A foster child, to be sure, is not without a 
colUltry, but to be without a home of his own is to
2
be without honor 
in his own eyes and in the eyes of other children. 
This need to belong to someone, to have a place of one's ow.n, is 
a very deep and fundamental one in human nature. • • It is not strange 
that the child should cling so gesperately to his parents despite 
neglect, rejection and cruelt,r. 
The placement is frequently a traumatic experience. 
This breaking-up of a child's natural connection is a traumatic ex-
perience for him, despite its very positive value and the real fact 
that there may be no aJ. ternati ve. 4 
l u. s. Children's Bureau, The ABC of Foster Family Care, Publica-
tion No. 216 Washington: U. s. GovernmemPnn'ting Ofl'ice, 1m;" P• 47. 
~ 1Dorothy Hutchinson, ''What it Means to be a Foster Child, n An-
nual Report of the Rhode Island ehildren' s Friend Societ,r for the Year-
mng 1946,p.). ---
3 Leontine Young, "Placement from the Child t s Viewpoint, n The 
Journal of Social Casewerk, 31:251, June, 1950.. -
4 Henrietta Gordon, "Discharge: an Integral Part of the Place-
ment Process," The Family, 22:36, April, 1941. 
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Many children react to the separation from parents by building 
defense mechanisms such as idealization. 
Because, like all children, he needs to think well of his parents 
and because he needs to excuse his parents, he manufactures all kinds 
of apologies for them. Frequently he manages to build them up in his 
mind as unreal figilres, as fantastic people who have been all-giving 
to him. Sometimes he defends their b~avior on the score that they 
themselves have been unjust~ treated. 
Sometimes the child believes that his own home could be similar to 
the foster home and he wishes to return there. 
It is apparent that the physical attributes of this ideal home 
which he fantasies, and the personalities with Which he would like to 
surround himself, are not unlike those that be thinks could exist in 
his own home and it is a short step to frank statements that he 
wishes to be returned there. 6 
It is important to remember that a child has an inner life in 
'Which he maintains a parent-child relationship, and if the child has no 
opportunity to express his feelings, this life m~ have a profound effect 
on his adjustment. 
Whatever these feelings are, part of their power over the ehild t s 
behavior comes from the fact that they are hidden, that feelings 
which have no outlets and which therefore remain submerged have never-
theless a deleterious effect upon the personalit,r.7 
The child's continued contacts with his parents are one factor 
which may contribute to a good adjustment in the foster home and thereby 
~ Hutchinson, .QE.• Cit., p. ). 
6 George Gardner, ll1unbivalence as a Factor in Home Placement 
Failure," ~American Journal~ Orthopsychiatry, 12:138, January, 1942. 
7 Almeda R. Jolawicz, "The Hidden Parent, Some Effects of the 
Concealment of the Parents t Life Upon the <hild t s Use of a Foster Home," 
multilithed with permission by the Federal Security Agency Social Security 
Administration Olildren1s Bureau, p. 6. 
"-- ------~--=-=---~~=-=-· =--~-~ 
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enable him to return home. If the child can keep in touch with his par-
ents, his energies will be better freed to make a good adjustment in the 
foster home. Jolowicz emphasizes this point when she s~: 
Children in foster care must be helped to give up their clinging 
to the past in ord~r to take from the present and future the good it 
holds for them. • • IJ:here seems to be a paradox here in that children 
can give up the past more easily when they can keep part of it with 
them in the sense that they are free to talk about it. IJ:hey can 
mo~ their relationship to parents moae easilY When they are not 
called upon to abandon them completely. 
Anna Freud has also said that children need to have parents visit 
to help them adjust in the foster home. 
Anna Freud has even pointed out that we have been wrong in asking 
parents to wait for a few weeks until the child seems to be settled 
in.foster care. It is better for the child to have the parents visit 
soon after placement even though these visits seem to increase the 
child's homesiCkness and grief ••• 
In Anna Freud r s own words: 1 1he images of the parents must be 
kept alive within the child ••• ' Selecting and timing the facts to 
suit the child's readiness to digest them calls for real skill. Only 
in this way, however, will the feelings attached to the child's 
curiosity lose some of their strength, only in this wq will seme of 
the sting be taken awa:y from his deprivation; only in this wq can 
the lenging for hls own in some measure be satisfied and his longing 
to be loved directed fully toward the foster parents.9 
JQlowicz points out that the absence of the parent may sometimes 
arouse more difficulty than his presence. 
The elimination of the parent from the life of the child in foster 
care does not necessarily eliminate his influence upon the child 
despite the fact that affairs in the foster home may seem to ran more 
smeothly in the parents 1 absence .. 10 
8 Ibid., p. 8. 
-
9 Jolowicz, .Q£· ~·, p. 10. 
10 ~., p. 6. 
When foster parents do not understand the child's parents, the 
child frequently becomes disturbed because of his conflict ever the need 
tc love them and to question what is wrong with them. Sometimes an 
adolescent in his desire to possess his parent, takes on the character-
istics of an irresponsible father and these repressed conflicts interfere 
with adjustment. 
At the same time in the face of everyone's criticism of her(Par-
ents) she condemns her own resentment and is aware only of a loyalty 
and strong need to defend the (parents] • • • 
Love and hatred then are both repressed which simply means that 
they have gone underground where, unknown to the child and the people 
around him, they continue to be active agents in the fomation of 
(the] personality.ll 
.Anna Freud has said, 'Some children will be helped in their ad-
justment to foster care if they lmow their parents are paying for them. t 12 
There are innumerable attitudes a child will express around board 
pa:yments. They are inevitably bound up with the rest of his life and 
almost alwa;ys with these gigantic feelings be has about being separa-
ted from his parents, and how this makes him feel about himself.~) 
Dr. Florence Clothier believes that visiting home at a proper time 
may help to keep the child in touch with reality so that the child may 
dispel unrealistic ideas which hinder his adjustment during placement. 
Too little attention is ordinarily given to the difficult transi-
tion from a placement home back to the own home. Very- often a child 
is placed in an institution or foster home in which the standard of 
living is on a different level from that o£ his own home, usua.l:cy' a 
higher level. In some instances this adjustment might be made easier 
11 Jolowicz, Op. cit., p. 6. 
12 Ibid., p. 6. 
13 "Dorothy Hutchinson, "Case Work Implications in the Use of 
Money in Child Placing," The Family, 31:152, July, 1940. 
16 
by allowing the child for a p~riod to spend part of his time at home 
and part in the foster home • .14 
Leontine Young believes that the child 1 s knowledge that he has a 
home to which he may return may help him adjust. 
He can move out from that home base only as he knows that it is 
there; steady and sure to return to. • • He can take it and continue 
to ge out to grow and to learn if he has 'With him the assurance of an 
inviolable place of his own in his home .15 
Children's ambivalence towards their own parents often leads them 
to wi th.draw from a foster home "When they sense that the foster parents are 
becoming attached to them. 
On this communication it is hoped to call attention to and empha-
size one of the factors that must be recognized, evaluated, and 
properly dealt with before and du.ring the foster home placement, name~ 
the possible existence of strong unresolved ambivalent feelings 
directed toward the parents, or toward- the rema.inirig parent ~' becausE 
of death, divorce, or desertion, the home is not intact ••• 
There is invariably an initial period of placement success, dura- , 
tion usually being a matter of seme weeks or two or three months ••• 1 
~ough one cannot predict the length of time in weeks or months 
that this successful adjustment will continue, one can with consider-
able accuracy date the beginning of placement failure as coincident 
with the realization on the part of the child that the foster parents 
are becoming genuinely fond of him, that their so~citude and affec-
tion ris an] indication of real parental love ••• 1 
14 Florence Clothier, "The Need of New Facilities for the 'Care 0f 
IDisturbed Children, 11 Mental Hygiene 39:104, January, 1950. 
15 Leontine R. Young, ttSeparation: Its Meaning to the Olild, the 
Parents and the Community, 11 Proceedings New York State Conference on 
Social Work, Dec. 1945, p. 2. - -
16. Gardner, Op. cit., P• 137. 
17 illS•, P• 137• 
18 ~' p. 137· 
17 
There follows a gradual emergence of definiti guilt feelings in 
response to the foster parents• proffer of love. 9 
Dr. Gardner also believes a child's inner conflict may lead him to 
behavior problems in a desire to return home. 
The striking fact is, however, that many of these children steal 
money, in some instances earn money, in order to run away from home 
just as they steal and panhandle in order to run away from foster 
homes. 20 · 
The preparation for a Child's placement may have a strong influence 
over his adjustment, particularly if his parents also recognize its need. 
If he does not feel the need for placement, he is less like~ to adjust. 
Even where there is a strong bond of affection, the child may ac-
cept foster placement if his own parents recognize the need for it, 
cooperate in making the plan and give their approval to the placement. 
This observation holds many clues for the case werker. • • On the 
other hand where there exists in the child a stnng emotional tie t0 
parents who are willing to keep him, there is a barrier against suc-
cessful placement. • • This applies to cbildr~iwho are removed from 
home as delinquents and placed in foster homes. 
If they look upon placement as punishment which they are likely 
to do in spite of a careful interpretation on the part of the court 
and agenc,r as to its therapeutic function and if their sole desire 
is to return home as soon as possible, foster placement has little 
effect. The author recalls several instances of delinque:rat boys who, 
after a period of foster home placement have endeavored to prove to 
the social worker and the clinician that ~~y have a good record and 
consequently should be allowed to go home. 
P• 92. 
Sometimes children steal when they are disturbed by their parents' 
19 Ibid., p. 138. 
20 Ibid., P• 136. 
21 Carl R. Rogers, The Clinical Treatment ~ the Problem Child, 
22 Ibid., P• 9~. 
18 
lack of l.Gve. 
Sometimes a chil.d will clutch at some symbol of the parents' love, 
even a symbol which seemingly has little connection with the thing 
which is so much desired. For example, a child mq steal an object 
which in some obscure way is related to the mother or which she 
particularly prizes and which merely stands as a token for the mother 
the child has apparently lost. This attempt to win affection would 
seem to be a response more particularly to a denial of love than to 
an open expression o:f hostility. 23 
H. S. Lippman refers to adolescentst difficulty in developing 
emotional ties, a factor which sometimes interferes with their adjustment. 
Frequently their emotional relationships have been so traumatic 
that they cannot dare risk developing emotional ties to anyone. In 
some instances their behavior in :foster homes ending in the foster 
parents' demand for their removal leaves one with the impression that 
they have a need to prove to the~elves that all adults like their 
parents are cruel and rejecting.2 4 
'!he adolescent who has been away from home frequentl:y develops a 
desire to establish ties. Some children who have formerly adjusted well 
in placement, develop divided loyalties and wish to return home during 
adolescence. 
It is only as adolescence develops that the boy or girl feels a 
keener need for linking himself in some human ehain which extends from 
the past to the future. He begins to show interest in relatives, in 
his ancestry, in knowing something about his birth or paternity, in 
case these are under a cloud. It is then that we begin to realize, 
sometimes too late, the supporting social strength that e~13ts in 
family ties, for which aqything else is a poor substitute. ~ 
Carl Rogers believes that the older child may be less free to form 
23 Percival Symonds, The Wynamics of the Parent child Relation-
ships, P• 25. - --
24 H. s. Lippman, "Newer Trends in Ql.ild Placement," The Family, 
31(325, February, 1941. -
25 Carl R. Rogers, The Clinical Treatment of the Problem Ql.ild, 
P• 87. 
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attachments than the younger one. 
The young Child transplanted into a foster home finds it rela-
tively eaay to take over the foster parents as his own. To these 
people he forms genuine emotional attachments, responds to them with 
the same ambivalent reactions of dependence and desire for freedom 
whiCh he would nonnally show to his own parents. In the case of the 
older Child this is rarely true. He is not emotionally free to regard 
people as his parents. With the older child, in other words, the 
foster home changes his social environment, but only partially Changes 
his family environment. He is living in a new dwelling, but his emo-
tional ties, positive or negative, are to his own family2gnd only rarely to the new pair of adults with whom he is living. 
Parents have a primary right to their Children, and it is frequent-
ly a sign of strength when they come to an agency for help. ~eir motiva-
tion in doing this may be utilized in worldng out a solution for their 
Child whiCh eventually might lead to his return home. 
It is helpful to recognize that although emotional ill health 
underlies the difficulties in the child-parent relationship, it is 
sight and detennination to help himself that motivate the parent's 
coming to us. We must respect and challenge that detennination. • 
in-
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• 
Parental attitudes may strongly influence the child's return to his 
own home. Parents' attitudes may consist of many types and may be demon-
strated by varied behavior. 
Of all the types of parent-child relationships with whiCh the 
foster family can deal, the most difficult and complicated one is that 
of the guilty mother. She is more retarding to successful placement 
than the totally rejecting mother who completely ignores the child 
and steps out of his life with finality. She is more defeating be-
cause her rejection is accompanied by guilt and her bad conscience 
causes her to disparage the foster mother • • • [The child1is neither 
free to benefit by the foster mother ~§r to disentangle himself from _ 
the sadistic bonds of his own mother. 
26 Ibid., P• 86 
27 Gordon, 2£· cit., p. 37. 
28 Dorothy Hutchinson, "The Parent Child Relationship as a Factor 
in Child Placement" The Fa:mily", 26:48 April, 1946. 
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Some parents who have a sense of failure or guilt cannot accept sue-
cessful placement. 
Separation from the Child cannot mean for the parent separation 
from guilt, from a sense of failure. He is not free to say, I can-
not love this Child nor care for him properly myself, but I want to 
make sound plans for him so that someone else can do for him what I 
have been unable to do. That is too devastating and terrible a reality 
for him to face, and by one means or another he must seek to deny or 
at least conceal it, particularly from himself. This can lead him 
into that contradictory behavior so familiar to placement workers and 
so difficult for the Child, the foster home and the worker. This kind 
of parent, and it is u~ually the mother, cannot accept a successful 
placement of the Child in a foster home. To the own mother it means 
admitting that another woman, a foster mother, has succeeded where She 
has failed, and with that admission she is face to face with her own 
responsibility. In this situ,ation usually she forestalls this contin-
gency by breaking up placement.29 
Some parents who unconsciously reject their children overcompensate 
by overprotection, and merely interfere with the child's adjustment. 
These defenses against unconscious motivations to reject a child 
or to overprotect him, not only help parents to prove to the world 
that the,y are good parents, but also help the parents themselves to 
believe ~hat they are doing what is expected of the good mother or 
father.3 
In some cases the overprotection or the overindulgence alternates 
with hostility. First the parent gives expression to feelings of 
hate. Then guilt is aroused.,.for being such a bad parent and there is 
an attempt to make reparation or atonement for the ill temper by 
lavishing affection and protection on the child.31 
Dorothy Hutchinson believes that parents portray many attitudes 
regarding board payments. These attitudes may affect the Child's adjust-
29 Leontine R. Young, "Separation: Its Meaning to the Child, the 
Parents and the Community," Proceedings New York State Conference on 
Social Work, Dec.· 1945, p. 2. --
30 ·Symonds, Op. cit., p. 9. 
31 Symonds, Ibid., p. 90. 
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ment and therefore affect his return home. She sa:ys, "His ability and 
willingness to pay depends on how much he makes and on his .feelings about 
paying. n32 
His use o£ money or his wa:y o£ meeting or not meeting his .finan-
cial responsibility to the agency and the child is a means by which 
he expresses love, hate, ~ite, resentment, jealousy, competition, 
benevolence and control.33 
Th.e parent then, by the wa:y he handles his .financial responsi-
bility to the child placing agency attempts to solve for h:i..m.sel£ the 
unbearableness of the situation in which he so frequently £eels he 
is in. Sometimes the manner· in which h~4does this results in the agenc.y's being paid, and sometimes not.j 
Sometimes the social factors in the enviromnent of the chiJ.d' s own 
home are altered between placement and discharge, and this change may a.f-
feet his return. However, the emotional factors within the family are 
often parti~arly important in affecting a child's return. 
Consideration must of course be given to the social enviromnent 
and to the physical standards of the home, but the emotional~atmos­
phere is the primary point in this issue of rehabilitation.3.7 
The housing conditions, for example, a factor of the social en-
viromnent, might be less likely to change if the parents did not have the 
motivation to look for the needed apartment. 
But experience has taught us that there are relatively few situa-
tions • • • where the major responsibility honestly rests with ex-
32 Dorothy Hutchinson, "Case Work Implications in the Use of 
Money in Child Placing," 21:150, ~Family, July, 1940. 
33 ~., P• 150. 
34 ~., p. 150. 
35 Carl liogers, Op. cit. , p. 107. 
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ternal circumstances beyond anyone's contro1.36 
The role of the agena,y is a meaningful. factor in relation to its 
influence upon the return of the child to his own home. The case work 
relationship with the boy, foster parents and natural parents is of prime 
importance in influencing the boy's adjustment. This relationship is used 
in the preparation for placement and discharge, supervision during place-
ment and case work with the parents. 
Once the child is in the foster home, the worker who represents 
the agency has the responsibility of maintaining a case work relation-
ship with the child, with the parent, and with the foster parents -
relationships which will often be delicately balanced, but which will 
be focused on the child's adjustment in the foster home, and subse-
quently directed toward replacement if that should become necessary 
or tow~7d the return of the child to his own home when this is indi-
cated. 
Many boys are helped to make a good adjustment by the establish-
ment of a good relationship with a male case worker. 
The relationship with the case worker in itself strengthens the 
confidence of the adolescent in two ways: His ego is given a lift 
once he feels that he is worthy enough to be liked by the case worker 
and he realizes that the world is not so unkind as he thought it to 
be. This feeling stems not only from the friendJ.iness of the worker, 
but also from the support the worker gives the ado1e.scent in co~§ro1-
ling his powerful impulses Which make the wor1d seem dangerous. 
It is hoped, also, that the adolescent will accept the male worker 
as an ego-ideal; that, because of his liking the worker the adolescent 
36 Almeda R. Jolowicz, Discussion of Leontine Young's Paper: 
"Separation: Its Meaning to the Child, the Parents and the CommunitY'' 
Proceedings New York State Conference £!! Social Work, December, 1940, p. 3. 
37 Janice Bowen, "Responsibilities in the Placement of Children" 
Proceedings of the National Conference of Social Welfare, p. 309. 
38 Sid Hirsohm, 11 The Role of the Male Case Worker with the Adoles-
cent Boy," ~ Journal of Social Casework, 31:24, 2>, Jana.a:cy-, 1950. 
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will want to be more like him. In a good relationship the worker §an 
directly encourage a more mature way o:f responding to situations .3 
'lhe agency plays a vi tal role in influencing the return o:f the 
child to his own home when it :finds the proper school or :foster home :for a 
child where he can adjust and decrease his serious behavior. 
Carl Rogers points out that some children cannot achieve security 
by relating to a substitute parent person and, therefore, must receive it 
in other ways. 
nte security or affection which he needs in a :foster home ••• 
must be partially satisfied by security in group approval and in other 
situations w}lere they can gain some substitute emotional response or 
recognition.40 
'nlis is not meant to imply that individual relationships or psy-
Chiatric treatment :for adolescents is not often indicated. In m~ 
instances, however, the adolescent defends himself against eith~T o:f 
these approaches but can accept the guidance o:f his peer group.4J. 
The utilization o:f many resources is another important factor 
related to the role of the agency in influencing the return o:f the boy to 
his own home. The agency needs to cooperate with other agencies which are 
interested in the boy to the extent o:f supervising him upon his return 
home. 
Only the child himself can know what placement really means to 
him. To help him we must first learn from him and then seek with all 
the resources at our command to find an answer to those needs which i,p 
39 ~.,. p. 37-
40 Carl Rogers, Op. cit., p. 37, 38. 
4l Irene M. Josselyn, "Psychological Problems of the Adolescent 
Part II" ~ Journal of Social casework 31:250, June, 1951. 
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fulfillment become the foundation of a healthy, happy human being.42 
The agency 1 s case work with the child t s family is of prime impor-
tance in that the child sometimes returns home when the difficulty "Which 
may- have caused the placement has been removed. 
The responsibility of the case worker is to search out and nurture 
the positive values in each child 1 s own family background so that when-
ever possible the child can grow up with the feeling of belongingness 
to something in his family antecedents • • • This nurturing includes 
not only work with the child and an opportunity to visit or ~~ be 
visited by· his parents, but also case work with the parents. 
The task of the case worker i.s to help the P?-rent mobilize his in-
ner and outer forces to handle his own problem.44 
Destructive and rejecting attitudes on the part of parents were in 
man7 cases responsible for the child's maladjustment, which led to his 
placement away from home. It is imperative that not only the child 
be treated but also the home situation so that when the child returns 
he will not meet such hostilities and misunderstanding that he will P§ 
driven back into anti-social or neurotic solutions of his conflicts.4~ 
Tb.e case worker's awareness of that which is happening to the child 
and what needs he has is important so that the worker may not only utilize 
resources and help the child to make a good adjustment, but also know if 
he should or should not return home. 
The requirement is laid upon the case worker of being aware,' at 
every step, of the part· which he himself is asked to play, as well as 
42 Leontine Young, "Placement from the Child 1 s Viewpoint, n 
Journal of Social Casework, p. 31:250 June, 1950. 
43 Florence Clothier, "The Need of New Facilities for the Care of 
Disturbed Children" Mental Hygiene 39:104 January, 1950. 
44 Grace F. Marcus 11Helping the Client to Use His Capacities and 
Resources", Section I Proceedings of the National Conference of Social 
Work, 1948, p. 254. - - -
45 Clothier, op. cit., P• 104. 
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of the responsibility which the other individuals involved must keep 
for themselves; and aware also of differences which the change in 
one individual. makes in the movement of the others. Of aJ.l configura-
tionsh&f human relationships, this pemaps is one of the most intri-
cate. 
46 Marian B. Nicholson, ttKnowledge Basic to Practice in the 
Children's Field,n Child Welfare 30:5 March, 1951. 
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CHAPTER IV 
PRESENTATION OF ~E MATERIAL I 
Information ab~t the group as a whole will be given before presenJ.r 
ing the case summaries and interpretations. Ten of the twelve boys were 
placed because they suffered from behavier problems. Two were placed be-
cause their mothers who referred them were unable to provide satisfacto:cy 
living arrangements. The ages of the boys ranged from ten to sixteen at 
tennination of placement. Five boys were placed in foster homes and six 
in boarding schools. One boy was placed in a school after failing to ad-
just in ~foster home. The length of placement ranged from one month to 
four years. At termination of placement three of the boys' parents were 
separated, one boyr s father had died, another boy's father had remarried, 
the mother of a boy who returned to his grandmother's home was deceased. 
The parents of the other boys were living together. The above character-
istics in the family situations were also true before the boys were placed 
save in the cases of two boys whose parents separated during the placement 
The writer wishes to point out that the five categories into which 
she has arranged the case material are oversimplified since some factors 
overlap, and no-one can classify the groups wi. th complete accuracy. The 
cases are arranged as follows: 
I Three cases in which the parents' pressure effected the deci-
sion t-o terminate placement. 
II Two cases in which The «llildren's Aid Association effected the 
decision to tenninate placement. 
III Three cases in which The Children t s Aid Association effected 
the decision to teminate placement after the boys requested th 
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te:rmination. 
IV Two cases in which the decision to terminate placement was 
effected by court order and the recommendation of a psy-
chiatrist at a hospital after the boys requested termination •. 
V Two cases in which the decision to terminate placement was 
effected by court order and the recommendation of a PsY-
chiatrist at a child guidance clinic. 
In each of the case studies material. which woul.d identify the boy, 
the parents or the foster parents has been eliminated. 
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GROUP ONE 
The first group contains three cases in 'Which the parent's pressure 
effected the decision to tenninate their son's placement. 
The Case of Richi 
. Richi, age thirteen, became known to The Children's Aid Association 
when a hospital where he had been under observation, referred him for 
placement. He suffered from severe epileptic seizures which the psy-
chiatrist at the hospital believed were of hysterical etiology. Prior 
to hospitalization he had tried to coliDilit suicide. He was a very ag-
gressive, overactive child who smashed fences, doors, painted windows, 
hurled ink across rooms, and had been expelled from school. He was 
preoccupied with sex, and had accumulated much infonnation at camp. 
Richi had never been in difficulty with the law, but his parents 
feared that further trouble might occur. 
Richi's parents, extremely intelligent people, had longed for a 
girl and had strongly reje9ted him since his birth. The father was 
a domineering, self-assured person who desired an active part in every-
thing, and the hospital found him very difficult. 
The psychiatrist felt strongly that the boy should never live 
pennanently in his home where the parents showed little insight into 
their rejection of Richi. However, he did not feel that vacations at 
home would be detrimental as long as the boy and parents knew that 
Richi would be retumed to the placement. 
The psychiatrist felt that Richi was too ill emotionally to be 
placed innnediately and that he could not accept placement which might 
represent punishment. After a few months he was placed in a small 
group setting where he was anxious to go and where he could receive 
much individual attention. 
Plans were arranged between parents, agency, and school so that 
parental visiting was restricted for the first two months, and .further 
visiting would be arranged after conferences with the school and the 
Association. The father cooperated and showed sensitivity regarding 
his failure. The mother did not visit. 
At first Richi believed that the world was against him, and his 
behavior was extremely aggressive and irritable. However, none of the 
destructiveness which had been apparent in his own home occtlrred. He 
responded well to the headmaster. By three months he had improved con-
siderably medically. Following his return to school after Christmas 
vacation, the staff noticed that his behavior became more disturbed, 
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and it appeared that he may have attempted suicide. It was felt that 
he sensed his parents• demands and rejection, and it took time for him 
to readjust at school. 
By eight months Richi 's health improved. The aggression had sub-
sided considerably due to absorption and satisfaction in the group 
setting as well as the personal interest shown by the school staff in 
this stable and unthreatening environment. His preoccupation with sex 
also decreased. The case worker gave him an opportunity to discuss hie 
underlying feeling, and humor was used in place of the parents' over-
solicitous attitude. 
The headmaster felt that Richi gained satisfaction in arousing hiE 
father's concern, writing him that he had had several seizures follow-
ing vacation. The agency case worker worked with the father, gave him 
an opportunity to ventilate his feelings and to drain off some of his 
aggression, and reassured lrlm.. By ten months the father portrayed les~ 
anxiety and did not have as mueh urge to dominate the situation 'When 
he found that the boy's placement was working satisfactorily. 
In the fall following a summer placement with relatives, Richi 
developed more spells and made less effort at school. When he wrote 
his father of his seizures, the latter took the boy for a ride 'With-
out securing permission from the school. The headli!aster believed that 
the father was undermining the work and felt Riehi had made unusual 
strides in the fourteen months since placement. The father felt that 
since the boy had done well, he was ready for another placement. 
Case work was continued with the boy, who was becoming more con-
cerned about his seizures and beginning to show a desire to return home 
'Where he would have more freedom. 
The hospital psychiatrist felt strongly that Richi needed the pro-
tection at school, and if the boy left during adolescence, he might be-
come delinquent. The case worker and headmaster felt that Richi had 
made sufficient progress to warrant his retu.rn another year. :Meanwhile 
the family moved to Georgia so Richi spent a short vaea tion in a fostez 
home where he showed aggressive behavior. The school and the agency 
felt that the father's letters were a disturbing factor. 
On Richi • s return to school he showed considerable suspicion, and 
the school and case worker thought that Richi had a strong need to sat-
isfy his desire to return home. 
After two years of placement following plans made by the agency 
for the boy to go to camp, where he made a good adjustment, he returned 
to his new southern home. The parents made plans for him to attend a 
day school. 
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The father contributed quite faithfully to the board payments ex-
cept for a small deficit which he paid by the end of the placement. 
Richi•s return home was affected by: the father's pressure. After Rich 
began to adjust at school, his father desired that his son move to another 
school, visited Richi against the agency's permission, found fault with.the 
school, and moved away. It is the writer's opinion that the father may 
have felt guilty about the rejection of his son so that he needed to take 
an active part in decisions about him. ' The boy's good adjustment apparentl 
aroused the father's guilt so that he interfered with Richi's continuation 
at school. 
At first The Children's Aid Association did not recommend that Richi 
leave school since the psychiatrist believed Richi needed its protection 
during adolescence. But after the father's pressure Riohi became very sus-
pieioo.s, and the agency realized that his adjustment at school was hampered 
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The Case of Ronald 
Ronald, a nine year old boy, was referred to The Children•s Aid 
Association by his mother for placement, because she wished that her 
son could be in a home near her. She eventually hoped to establish 
a home for Ronald and his two brothers. 
Ronald and his young brother had previously been boarded in fos-
ter homes by another agen~. The mother, a fanatically religious per-
son, had been divorced four years before from a man whom she described 
as alcoholic and incompetent in every way. She was working at the .. 1 
time of referral in a play school, where Ronald not only received li1f!S 
attention but also was bothered by the young children. She described 
Ronald as a quiet, studious boy, who missed the companionship of his 
father who had died two yeaTS ago. Ronald fought with his brother and 
lacked the attention he needed. 
When the case worker met Ronald, he found him quiet and well-
mannered, a child who portrayed little emotion, but who at that time 
was not considered seriously disturbed. When Ronald visited the pro-
spective foster home, he expressed happiness about going to a foster 
home in the country, where there were anjmals and where he could go to 
church. 
The mother and son t s parting at the time of Ronald's placement 
was very casual. During the beginning of the placement, he wrote to 
his mother but tore up the letter. His mother wrote cards and letters 
to him frequently, and she sometimes belittled the foster mother. 
The foster mother found Ronald a very appealing but "different 
ehild.u She was concerned because he appeared to be in a daze most of 
the time. He did not like athletics and felt inferior, so when the I 
case worker visited him, he often played ball with Ronald. When the 
boy was unskillful in sports, he antagonized other boys by telling the 
they did not play well. He was mainly interested in religious games. 
His school marks were poor, and withdrawal and other defense mechanism: 
blocked his relationships with other people. 
The ease worker helped the foster mother to see that adjustments 
took time. The foster mother was deeply hurt that Ronald did not re-
spond to her affection, since she felt that she tried particularly 
hard to help him. 
Ronald•s mother changed jobs and found that she was able to give 
herself more affectionately to the other children. Therefore, she 
wished to see haw she could get along with her son who returned home 
for several visits. The mother reported that he adjusted well. 
During Ronald t s placement the mother paid part of the board and 
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visited regularly. However, she criticized the relationship between II 
her son and the foster mother, a .fairly religious person, 'Who the moth.lll 
er .felt was not su.ffi ciently religious. She also visited the boy at ~ 
school or in the car without th~ .foster parents' or agency's knowledge 
She told the worker at the beginning of placement that she appreciated 
the worker's acceptance since he kept so calm when talking about or 
dealing with the boy. 
After a year and a hal.f the mother informed the agency that she 
wished to remove Ronald from the foster home .for the summer w.i.th plans 
for replacement in the fall. The worker f'elt that she was displeased 
with Rona.ldts placement and was reticent about discussing her problems; 
The mother obtained a new job and took her son out of the state. The 
case worker closed t~e ease since be felt considerable resistance ~ 
involved, and no fu.rtber word was heard .from them. 
Ronald's mother removed him .from the .foster home and appeared dis-
pleased with placement. She not only found that she could give herself I 
more affectionately to other children and .felt more confident in caring fori 
Ronald, bu.t also her working conditions which had necessitated placement 
bad changed. It is the writer's opinion that the mother's faultfinding 
with the foster parents and insecurity with her children suggest a guilt 
which let to Ronald's removal.. The agency did not recommend that the moth-
er terminate placement of this boy who appeared emotionally disturbed. . HOW":i" 
ever, when he was removed, the agency recognized the mother's right to her 
child, and that they could not continue work with this .family since they 
were resistive and had moved away. 1 · 
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The Case of David 
David, age thirteen, m~.s re.:f'erred to The Children's Aid Associa-
tion by his mother because he, his brother, and mother had been living 
with the maternal aunt who had been very disagreeable to David. The 
mother .:f'elt that the maternal aunt's behavior was more than the chil-
dren could bear, and she hoped that the Association could .:f'ind a good 
home. The mother was immature and felt helpless. 
David's parents were divorced two years before the re.:f'erral. The 
mother secured the custody of the children, and the father had been 
ordered to pay ten dollars a -week for each child but !'ailed to con-
tribute following his remarriage. The mother had lived under very dif 
ficult hot1Sing conditions, while her husband, an aggressive person, 
was much interested in other women. She did not resort to divorce for 
many years and was emotionally disturbed by the result of her marriage 
David identified with his mother throm.ghout the marital difficml ties 1 
yet David and his father liked fishing and swimming • 
David did not show any apparent anxiety regarding his placement 
in a small group setting. The director noticed he was sneaky and used 
profane language, qualities which the mother said -were characteristic 
of her husband. The father visited him there frequently and .:f'ound 
fault with his mother who he felt m~.s not qualified to care for her 
son, ~d tried to remove David to his home. 
Later David and his brother -were shifted between relatives' and 
the mother's home. She found the problem of caring for the bays in-
creasingly dif.:f'icu.J..t and, becoming discouraged, she said she would 
allow the boys' return to their father. She preferred to work away 
from home. The la-wyers -were unable to collect regular payments for 
the mother, who paid the b card. 
When the worker visited the father's home, be found the father 
had been in severe accidents and had been handicapped by a chronic 
wound. He felt that the boys should work for him since he had had a 
difficult time. Following his remarriage he not only showed consid-
erable ambition regarding his home but also industri0ns qualities in 
his employment. The father said that there would always be a place at 
home for his son. David went to his father's home in the summer a.:f'ter 
approximately two years of placement at the homes of relatives or fos-
ter parents. 
The father's persistence influenced David's return to his home. T.be 
father appeared to be motivated by a desire to have David work for him. 
The agency abided by the f~therts desire to have the boy at home, for the 
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mother's discouragement interfered with the care of her son. Also the con-
ditions in the father's home had improved and he assured the son and the 
agency that he would like to provide a home for David. 
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INTERPRETATIVE SUMMARY OF GROUP ONE 
The preceding three cases consist of three boys whose parents• 
pressure effected the decision to terminate placement. A father had felt 
that his son should go to another school since he had begun to adjust at 
school. A mother of another boy had gained confidence in her ability to 
care for her son and appeared dissatisfied with placement. It was the 
writer's opinion that guilt may have motivated the parents of two boys to 
remove their sons. Another parent wished to have his son return home so 
that he could work for him. 
The Children's Aid Association had not planned that two of the 
boys should be removed from the foster home. However, condi tiona which 
had necessitated placement had changed in one of the families. It was 
questionable whether both boys could adjust in placement after the parents 
had become dissatisfied with it, for although one of the boys had made 
considerable progress before his father interfered with placement, symp-
toms later reappeared; also, the other boy did not adjust well throughout 
placement. 'lhe boy whose father wished him to return to help with the 
work was allowed to return since the situation which had necessitated 
placement changed, the father's social conditions had somewhat improved, 
and the mother no longer felt able to assume responsibility for her son. 
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I. 
GROUP iWO 
This group contains two cases in which The Boston Olildren 1 s tid 
Association effected the decision to terminate the ba,ys' placement. 
The Case of Blair 
Blair was nine when he was referred to The Children's ·Aid Associa-
tion by the Society for the Prevention of Crc:.elty to Children. Be had 
been involved in stealing for many years and was a somewhat withdrawn 
and intense child who lied frequently. The parents said that their son 
did not obey them and that he was maladjusted and retarded in public 
school. His mother had difficulty controlling Blair when his father 
was hospitalized for asthma. 
Blair was placed in a small school. Since his father was unem-
ployed, it was necessary for The <hildren t s tid Association and another 
organization to pay the board. 
While Blair was at school, he spoke affectionately of his family. 
Be liked the boarding school, but would rather have been at public 
school. Be was usually very shy when conversing with the worker. 
The headmaster found Blair's mother a disturbing influence, for 
she took turns telling Blair that he should not return home because he 
could not behave and telling him that they could live more cheaply i:f 
he were at home. The parents were alternately indulgent and rejecting; 
sometimes they wished to have little contact with him and at other 
times showered him with presents. T.he case worker visited the parents 
and helped them to improve their attitudes toward their son. After a 
month Blair made an excellent adjustment. At first the parents were 
extremely pleased when he returned home vacations, for they felt he had 
greatly improved. 
The school staff limited Blair1 s week ends since they felt that 
the home had a detrimental effect. After each week end or vacation, 
Blair exhibited riotous behavior and did not progress academically. 
Following a summer at home and at camp, he appeared to have an emo-
tional blocking regarding his work. He appeared to adjust better fol-
lowing week~end restriction. 
Blair's behavior within a year and a half became more aggressive 
on week ends at home although he progressed academical.ly at school. 
Since the family did not feel they could control him, they felt it 
advisable .for Blair to stay at school through the summer. Later in the 
summer he visited his parents who .t'el.t he had improved considerably. 
The next year the family reported that he behaved well at home. At 
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school he often talked about his sister and pets at home and seemed 
to look forward to his return. By" his third year of placement Blair•tJ 
behavior and academic work had progressed considerably so that plans 
were made for him to go to the public school in the fall. Although 
Blair had liked the school, he looked forward to going home because 
he would receive greater freedom there. Since Blair needed an opera-
tion on hernia, he returned to him own home in the summer, earlier 
than was originally expected. 
During Blairt s placement the father found a new job and became 
finar.tcially well-established. The family was referred to a family 
agency because it was felt that this family, whose attitudes might 
react unfavorably on Blair, would need further case work. 
The agency decided that Blair should return home since the placement 
goal had been attained. His behavior and academic work had progressed con-
siderably so that plans were made for him to attend public school. .Also 
the social oondi tions at home had improved, since the father had found a 
new job which enabled him to support his wife and children. The family was 
referred to a family agency, for although the parents had been helped to 
decrease some detrimental attitudes, further case work was needed to safe-
guard Blair when he returned home. 
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The case of BillY 
Billy, age nine, was referred to The Children1s Aid Association 
by his moilher, who had been li'Ving with Billy and a family in crowded 
liVing quarters. The family frequently complained that Billy made too, 
much noise. He was becoming tense, fearfu.l, and his distress was 1 
recently reflected in more aggressive behavior at school snd a decliD 
in his marks. 
Billyt s father died shortly after his sont s birth, and Billy had 
been placed and supported by his mother in independent foster homes 
for maftY' years. A worker believed that Billy had obviously been giveJJ 
security and affection. Another worker observed that his mother was 
overly solicitous about .his appearance. 
After Billy visited the foster home, he wished to be placed imme-
diately. His mother was extremely pleased with the placement, and at 
first the relationship between the foster parents and her was excel-
lent. She paid the board and visited regularly. Although her son 
returned home week ends, he seemed pleased to return to the foster 
home, since he appreciated his motberts difficulty in providing ade-
quately. The case worker established a good relationship which was 
especially needed since Billy did not have a father. 
When the mother developed a serious infeetion two years later, 
she lost considerable time from work and could not continue board pay-
ments. The case worker tried to help her obtain another job, but the 
mother was unable to follew through with the plan. Later it was d ......... 
that his placement should be changed to a private one. The agency 
felt that the mother wouJ.d continue. her interest and responsibility. 
She later resumed regular board pqments. 
The mother remarked. that she found it a little difficult to have 
her son accepted aS a member of the foster family, but in the interest 
of Billy she was willing to accept the placement. 
Billy adjusted well until his last year, when he drifted from the 
foster family activities. The foster mother felt that a contliet in 
loyalties between the mother and her had developed. She believed he 
needed more supervision in choosing companions and activities and felt 
she did not have the right to assert the necessary authority. She 
requested that he leave at the end of four years, but the !'0ster pareli 
told him that they would like to have him return to visit. 1 
The mother was very upset that the foster mother could not keep 
her son. The worker assured her that The Children • s Aid Association ,. 
would be glad to help her in any way. In view of the feeling that the. 
llt>ther was capable of making plans for the boy, the case was closed. 1 
In the fall she made arrangements !'or him to live with a relative and 
her. 
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Although the foster mother requested Billyts removal, The Children•s 
Aid Association encouraged the terminatien of his placement; since the a.genql 
did not find another foster home.. The agency found it necessary to weigh 
the advantages of further case work wit~ the foster mother and child_, which 
might have prevented Billy• s removal, or encouraging the mother to make her 
own decisions aDd to continue the responsibility she readily assumed in 
making plans for Billy. The agency ~cognized Billyt s approaching adoles-
cence as a strong factor which might have continued to interfere with his 
adjustment in the foster home. 
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IN'JERPRETATIVE SUMMARY OF GROUP 'lWO 
The preceding two cases consist of two boys whose termination o£ 
placement was effected by the decision of The Children's Aid Association. 
Tile agency decided that one boy should return home because the placement 
goal had been attained and the social and emotional condi tiona at home 
had improved. Although the .foster mother had requested the removal o£ a 
boy who had adjusted well until adolescence, the agency encouraged termina-
tion because it was felt that the adolescent period might continue to l 
interfere with his adjustment. The mother's sense of responsibility and 
interest in her son were alae factors '$.ich i.nf'luenoed the agency's deci-
sion to terminate placement. 
GROUP THREE 
This group contains three cases in which The Boston Children's Aid 
Association made the decision to terminate p~acement after the boys re-
quested the te~nation. 
The Case of La.nny 
Lanny, age sixteen, the youngest in a family of five children, 
was referred by his mother at the suggestion of the court. Lanny bad 
been on probation two ·years for stealing, but the court believed he 
had responded wall. He had been failing at school. He also had dif-
ficulty in getting along with young people, especially when he was 
w.i th a gang. The mother said that her son had always been a "good 
boy," the only one of five children to be in trouble, and believed that 
a period o:f placement would help him. She .felt worried about the 
affect of the poor environment on her son while she was employed. She 
did not believe she could find as large a home as that which she then 
occupied. 
· The mother took the lead in placement· plans, and Lan:rzy- replied 
in the affirmative in a noncommittal way to his mother's questions. 
His eyes f:pJ.ed' with tears at the prospect of leaving home. 
' .. , • ' ' j 
. He was, placed on a farm which had. been used previously with suc-
cess by th~. agency, 'Where he received his maintenance plus wages. The 
worker .found him lonesome and unhappy. The foster parents pointed out 
that there would be an opportlllrl. ty to play as well as work. Lanny 
felt qverworked and too closely supervised by a boarder in the. home. 
He strongly felt that he had tried placement o~ for his mother's 
sake.· and said he was confused about. being pushed out of the home mBn;r. 
sulmn.ers. . He desired to return home."where he would work. The. worker 
hel,ped hiin to see that his mother feared trouble might result- i£ he 
were-at leiSUre: during the summer as had' happened in past experience. 
The ·worker was ·skeptical about chances for success but also felt there 
was no point in his remaining in placement if he were so desirous of 
leaving • He agreed to stay a little longer and was returned home ·after 
only' one month_ of· placement. The parents· cooperated during placement 
and paid the board, but the worker believed the mother had been in the 
habit of running affairs at home. -They were disappointed that he ·· 
could not remaih in the foster home but realized that there was· no 
point in .torcing him to stay. 
Before Lanny left the .foster home the father, who had been out of 
work, ··became em.Ployed as a carpenter. He made an effort to keep his 
scl:l · einp1oj-ed · during the summer. The worker agreed to keep in touch · 
:'. ' - ••• , ' 4 -' • • • • •• •• 
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with La.n.ey during the absenee of his mother who left home on a two 
weeks' visit. 
La.nn:y- was placed at a caddy camp where his father paid for La.mlyt ~ 
uniform. The father contributed to the support. He adjusted well 
there and later became empla,red as a janitor at college. 
LallDY', who had been in conflict with society, strongly desired to 
return home where he could work. He failed to see the need for placement. 
work. 
The Case of Dick 
Dick~ eleven when the court requested that The Children's Aid 
Association place him. He was apprehended for larceny and was placed. 
on suspended sentence to the Lyman School. His family believed that 
he started to became unmanageable when his mother found it necessar.y 
to go to work two years before referral.. He was expelled .from school 
and stole from his father who sometimes stood over him with an ice 
pick. This boy with superior intelligence readily admitted his delin-
quency. 
Because Dick's father was an alcoholic who worked very irrega-
larly, Dick's mother, a warm, honest, stable person, found it neces-
sary to work and to place Dick with a maternal aunt during the day • 
He was sometimes cared for by an older sister whom he resented. The 
maternal aunt found that Dick did not give her any trouble. 
Dick spent a summer at camp where he frequently withdrew from 
activities. 
Dick did not understand the importance of going to school and 
felt he could run away if he did not like it. His mother would not 
consider a foster home placement but accepted boarding school. He 
felt that he was blamed for everything and ~ very antagonistic 
toward his father, whom he wished his mother ~d leave. 
The mother felt unsure as to whether she should prosecute her 
husband, and The Children's Aid Association helped her to make a 
decision to do so. After Dick's placement in a large boys' school of 
cottage plan style, 'Where he could receive psychiatric help, the father 
stapped contributing. The mother ceased plans for prosecuting when 
he was committed to an institution. For the first few months Dick · 
was extremely homesick and ran away • His group relations were poor, 
and the other boys resented his attention-seeking actions. His posture 
and gestures sometimes led the worker to believe that Dick had identi-
fied with his father. His mother wrote frequent, affect~onate letters 
to him. The school staff felt that he responded partieularly well to 
warmth and kindness, and in spite of his father t s aggression, Dick 
was not to@ embittered. Vacations, 'Which the school and worker felt 
were not too eventful, were spent at home. It~ necessary for the 
mother to cease payments of board when her illness necessitated leav-
ing work. 
The father threatened to remove Dick from school. During Dick's 
second year, he still seemed too disorganized and confused about his 
home situation to be able to progress as quickly as e:xpected. How-
ever, by his third year he had gained considerable perspective regard-
ing diff'ieulties at home, and his stealing ceased. The staf£ said 
that he was among three boys who had made the greatest improvement in~ 
year. Dick portrayed a tremendous drive to go home, and since the 
school felt regression might occur if placement were extended1 they 
reconnnended his return. 
The Children's Aid Association felt that there would be more of 
an opportunity to work wi.th Dick upon his return home since the father 
was away. Also the worker turned to the court for Dick's supervision 
since he needed more guidance in the communit,y. 
Dick portrayed a tremendous drive to return home during his third ye, 
of placement. It is the writer's opinion that his desire to return may 
have been increased since his father was no longer at home. Dick had been 
concerned about his parents living together, so that the case work done wit~ 
the mother to help her reach decisions may have relieved him. Also since h~ 
had been away from his parents for several years, as an adolescent he nuq 
have wished to establish a family tie. The continued interest of the 
mother through letter writing and acceptance on vacations, probably helped 
him to adjust and reminded him that he had a home to which to return. 
The agency decided on the recommendation of the school staff that he 
should return home since he had made great improvement in adjustment in t~ 
group setting, where he had an opportunity to form relationships with stron; 
maJ.e figures and to develop insight through psychiatric help. The agency 
' 
and the school staff feared that Dick might regress if he remained at school 
The case worker felt that he would have a better opportunity to work with 
Dick since his father was ~from home. 
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The Case of Malcolm 
Malcolm, eleven years old, a boy of average intelligence, was 
referred to The Children's Aid Association by The Division of Chilcil 
Guardianship, to whom he had been committed as a delinquent child be-
cause of s·tealing in school for several years. 'While he was in the 
state foster homes, be showed increasing lying and stealing. He was 
also subject to enuresis. When Malcolm was committed to the state, 
he and the grandparents found separation very difficult. 
Malcolm's mother died shortly after his birth. His father failed 
to show interest in him, so Malcolm lived with his maternal grand-
parents until he was aonmdtted to the state. A psychiatrist 'Who exam-
ined Malcolm before referral believed that he had a strong tie to his 
grandparents, who lived in a crowded shabby home. They had overin- · 
dulged and protected him, but the psychiatrist felt that Malcolm had 
received emotional satisfaction there. Since he had not developed the 
proper controls, he needed ·considerable retraining in a group setting, 
so he -was placed in a boys ' school where there was a a ottage plan. 
The Youth Service Board contributed the board. 
Malcolm's adjustment fluctuated at school. His initial adjust-
ment was very slow. Because of his lying and stealing, he did not get 
along ·well with the other boys. He portrayed much need for warmth and 
support. He derived satisfaction from an interest in Dlllsia and formed 
a good relationship with the music teacher 'Who asked him to be her 
helper. One year after placement he became less self-centered and his 
enuresis and soiling disappeared, but the enuresis reappeared eight 
months later following the resignation of the social worker 'Who had 
seen Malcolm frequently. He made little progress in his adjustment 
until his third year when be improved his group relations, overcame 
his enuresis, and applied himself better to his studies. He was never 
very- p0pular with boys, needed considerable supervision, and f~iled 
to completely eliminate habits of stealing.· 
His grandmother wrote to him regularly and the case worker visits' 
Malcolm frequently. His grandmother also visited him occasionally. 
In one of his grandmother's letters she informed him that she had seen 
his father, who Malcolm had thought had died. Malcolm feared that his 
father would take him aWa.y from his grandparents, so the case worker 
reassured him that this would not happen. 
Malcolm spent his vacations with his grandparents and was alw~:ys 
glad to be at home with them. At times his adjustment improved follow 
ing vacations, and at other times it declined. His grandfather died 
during Malcolm's third year at school. 
After two and one-half years of placement, Malcelm. showed an inte ~ 
est in returning to the grandparents ' home. He strongly felt in his 
fourth year that he should return home to help his grandmother and 
cousin 'Who were having a diffiaul.t time financially. Following a I 
vacation he reached a peak of adjustment. In view of this improvement; 
in two months, and his grandmother's sustained interest, he was dis-
charged. The grandmother purchased a naw home in anticipation of 
Malcolm's return. 
During Malcolm's placement The Cbi1drents Aid Association kept 
in close touch with the grandparent and cousin and informed them of 
his adjustment and needs. 'When the grandmother first knew the case 
worker, she was protective of Malcolm and was hesitant about telling 
the worker of her marital difficuJ.ties. She feared Malcolm would not 
be allowed to return to her. However, a good relationship was estab-
lished between her and the worker so that she was able to confide in 
him. The worker kept in touch with the family after Malcolm's return. 1 
The case was closed a few months later when he was placed by the coartj 
in a state school, for he was arrested for stealing a ear. . I 
I Malcolm felt that he should leave school to help his grandmother and 1 
his cousin 'Who '"'re ha'ling f:i.DaneiaJ. di:rf'ionl.ty. The agency decided that I 
Malcolm should return home, for follow:ing a vacation in his fourth year of 
placement he improved his adjustment. The agency recognized the boy's deep 
attachment to his grandmother and that he had been deprived of his parents t 
love. Also the social and emotional conditions in the grandmother's home 
improved, for case work was done with the grandmother, and she secured 
better living quarters. 
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INTERPRETATIVE SUMMARY OF GROUP 'lHREE 
The preceding three cases consist of three boys whose termination 
of placement was effected by the decision of The Children's Aid Associa-
tion after the boys requested termination. The failure to see the need 
for placement, the changed social conditions and the desire to help rela-
tives, and in the writer's opinion the boy's wish to establish a tie dur-
ing adolescence, were reasons why the boys wanted to return home. The 
agency deci.ded the boys .should return home because (l) the placement aoul~ 
not help the boy and the social conditions at home had improved (2) symp-
toms decreased after several years of placement and social and emotional 
conditions had improved at home (3) the placement goal had been attained, 
and a better opportunit,r for case work existed in the boyts home. 
.I 
GROUP FOUR 
This group contains two cases in WhiCh the decision to terminate 
placement was effected by the recommendation and action of agencies other 
than The Children's .Aid Association after the boys requested tennination. 
The case of Larry 
The court referred Larry, who was fifteen and the youngest of 
seven Children, to The Children 1 s Aid .Association because he was on 
suspended sentence to the Shirley SChool on Charges of disorderly con-
duct in public conveyances and breaking and entering. He was a very 
bright boy who had high marks and had been playing tru.ant. Larry had 
been seen by a clinic psychiatrist who felt he was disturbed about sex 
and had a shallowness of emotion. He was in conflict with his aggres-
sive strivings for in~pendence. He showed no interest in girls. 
The parents lived under extremely crowded living conditions. Lar:ey 
rarely saw his :father who was in the Navy and, therefore, awa:y from 
home muCh of the time. His main contact with Larry had been at times 
when he needed discipline. The :father was ve:ey r.esistant to Larry's 
leaving home but was soon able to see that remaining at home might 
create dif:ficul ties. Sometimes the mother got along quite :well with 
the son, but she frequently had difficmlty in controlling him. 
The parents were told that there would be an opportunity for Lar:cy 
to return home when more desirable living quarters could be found. The 
father agreed to contribute to the board. 
La.rry was placed in a foster home but returned home shortly after-
wards, complaining of a head cold and homesickness. He felt lonely 
because there were no other Children there that he knew. He appeared 
more disturbed than before placement. Due to the lack of other :facil-
ities for Larry's training and his strong resistance, the agene,y and 
court. workers decided not to insist upon placement, but it was agreed 
that he should have further psyChiatric help. While at home, he con-
tinued to pl~ truant. · 
He was placed at camp for three months where he would stay- untU 
his family had obtained better living quarters, or until placement 
could be made in a school in the fall. At camp he was an excellent 
worker, formed good relationships, and made a definite effort. to con-
trol his temper. 
The worker prepared Lar:ey for school, and when he visited it and 
talked to a boy who liked it, he was more eager to leave home. His 
father prepared him well. The headmaster felt that Larry adjusted well 
at the school and would profit greatly by it. He became a member of 
the hookey team. 
Meanwhile, the parents were unsuccessful in their attempts to pur-
chase a new house. Soon the family ceased payments on board. .After 
Larry had been at school two months he wrote to the worker saying that 
he had been offered a job at home and wished to come home to help his 
.family who were not earning as much as formerly. The worker infonned 
him that the agency appreciated his willingness to help, but the im-
portance o.f training at school indicated that he should remain there 
throughout the year. 
Following another vacation after six months of placement, Larry 
did not return to school and was placed in the agency's temporary home 
untU a decision was made regarding his .future. 'When he returned to 
school, he was advised that he would have to stay three years since he 
had broken their rules. Larry could not bear to be away from his 
family any longer. 
The court complied with Larry's wish that he be allowed the oppor-
tunity to prove himself. His behavior was unimproved, but be did not 
develop new problems. The case was closed with the understanding that 
a court worker would supervise it. 
Larry returned home after his first placement in a foster home. 
Since he appeared more disturbed after placement and was very resistant to 
leaving home, the court and the agency did not insist on immediate replace-
ment. Larry did not return to school following vacation six months after a 
second placement. He no longer adjusted well after his .father ceased board 
p~ents, and he strongly wished to help his .family whose wages were de-
creased. It is the writer's opinion that ambivalence toward his parents, 
which was shown by his deep desire to return to them after six months of 
good adjustment and by the psyChiatrist's saying that Larry was in conflict 
with aggressive strivings for independence, may have motivated his return • 
.Also his contacts with his father had been chiefly of a disciplinary nature 
so Larry may have regarded placement as punishment and wanted to prove to 
the parents and court that he could adjust during his first months o.f place· 
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ment. 
The agency agreed with the court's decision that Larry should be 
given an opportunity to prpve himself, since they recognized Larry's posi.-
tive desire to help his family. Since he could not bear to leave his 
family, it was questionable that he could continue a good adjustment in 
school. The opportunity for Larry's supervision by a court worker follow-
ing placement influenced the court l s and agency• s decision. 
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The case of Roland 
Roland, age ten, was referred to The Children's Aid Association 
by a hospital where he had been treated for convulsions, fa.inting ~11~ 
and seizures. He baa begged his mother to take him to the hospital 
since he heard voices which told him to hurt people. The hospital 
social worker observed that Roland had· a closer relationship with his 
father than with his mother and also that he was attached to the matel 
nal grandmother. The father visited the boy in the hospital. 
Placement was urgently needed. Before he we:nt to the hospital I 
Roland had been running away from a difficult home situation, was 
moody, tmd stole money to buy a gift for his family. The mother, a 1 
promiscuous person, and the father, an alcoholic, did not get along 
well. When Roland became ill, the father limited his drinking. Rols.nl 
was very interested in several community activities. 
While Roland was placed in the foster home, where the case worker! 
observed that the boy was torn emotionally between his father and 
mother, he was alternately happy and depressed. At first he sought J 
considerable attention and sympathy. However, he soon made an excel-
lent adjustment and not only did some of his "nervous" mannerisms dis-
appear blilt also his fainting spells diminished. His father did not 
keep his agree~ent to pq part of the board. 
During Roland.•s placement his father attempted suicide and was 
hospitalized. His mother, who was receiving financial assistance, 
started divorce proceedings. 
When his mother, who was dressed in black, came to visit him, he 
became much alarmed that his maternal grandmother had died. After 
three months of placement he wished to stay in the foster home, but 
when he saw his mother and learned of the grandfather's death and his 
fatherts attempted suicide, he strongly wished to return home. The 
worker conferred with the hospital. psychiatrist who felt that Roland 
had a strong drive to return and reconnnended that he leave the foster 
home. 
Six months later the hospital referred the case again for summer 
placement. Roland had adjusted well at home, and now his mother wishecl 
to contribute to his board in a foster home. His dizzy spells had 
decreased. Although the mother secured her divorce1 Roland•s father 
visited occasionally. Roland made a good adjustment in the foster l:nne. 
.A:t"ter nearly tllree months of good adjustment in a foster home Roland 
showed a deep desire , to return home. The psychiatrist at the hospital. recan 
mended that Roland return home, and the agency agreed. It is the writer•s 
i 
I 
I 
opi.Di.on that Roland was so concemed about his home situation, in 'liew of ~~ 
his grandfather's death and his .fatherts attempt at suicide, that he wishe~ 
I to be at home with his parents. It appeared that he needed an opportunity · 
to return home in order that he could relieve anxiety which othenlise might 
have hindered an adjustment in the foster home" 
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INTERPRETATIVE SUMMARY OF GBOUP FOUR 
The preceding two cases consist of two boys whose termination of 
placement was effected by a psyChiatrist's recommendation and a court's 
action after the boys requested the termination. Both boys showed a deep 
desire to return home after a few months of good adjustment in placement. 
It was the writer's opinion that om.e boy may have been ambivalent toward 
his parents and also may have regarded placement as punishment so that he 
could not continue a good adjustment. In view of the other boy• s good 
adjustment when he returned home, the writer also believed that the boy 
may have been so . concerned about the fSl!lily situation that he could not 
adjust in the foster home. Both boys were allewed to remain at home be-
cause the agencies questioned -whether placement could help them. The 
court also recognized the deep desire of one of the boys to help his fam-
i~. Although the Children's Aid ASsociation made the final decision 
that the boy return home, the recommendation of the psyChiatrist of the 
hospital strongly influenced the decision. 
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GROUP .FIVE 
This group contains two cases in which termination of placement 
was effected by court order and b.r the recommendation of a psychiatrist 
at a child guidance clinic. 
The Case of Peter 
Peter, age fifteen, was referred to The Children's Aid Associa-
tion by his father and stepmother, because he would not accept disci-
pline from his stepmother, had been disrespectf'ul to her, and had 
run away from home several times. His father was concerned because 
Peter spent considerable time reading ~ books instead of parti-
cipating in athletics. Although he had stolen in the home, he had 
not been involved elsewhere. 
Peter's parents started to quarrel "When he was a baby. At nine 
years of age Peter went to live with his paternal grandparents "Where 
he remained for several years. Later he was moved back and forth be-
tween the grandmother• s and the stepmother's homes. The father felt 
he was responsible for the lack of in~re$t in the boy during this 
period. Peter always desired to live· With his grandmother who, he 
claimed, did not nag him. He also believed that she had spoiled him. 
He was much annoyed because his father would not side with him when 
his stepmother found fault or made demands. 
Peter and his parents disliked parting. The case worker helped 
the parents to understand Peter t s behavior, and during interviews the 
.fat}le:x- lost some: of his hostility. -~Th~ case worker .felt that Peter 
had:;_~.-~tr~:mg :f~iJy tie. Although i;}le .p.o;t was deeply pr?voked_·a'bou~ 
his· ste:pmother 1 s nagging, he told the . ca.~e ·worker that his ste;pmother 
wa.s'·ttn.ot all bad•" After a trial p€JriodJ>eter•s parents .felt that 
- .· - . . . - . . ~ . . - . .. 
the Situation coUld not chapge if Peter remained at home. Peter sobbed 
deeply when the case worker discussed placement with him, although he 
also realized that his relationship with the stepmother had not im-
proved. 
The stepmother accompanied Peter and the worker to a boys' school, 
and the .father contributed to the board. In the first part of place-
ment, Peter-not only had difficulty in getting along with the head-, 
master~ bttt B.lso: ran away several times. · 
On Peter's return home for vacation the stepmother found he had 
improved. He was not so demanding about money. He wanted to learn to 
dance, but the stepmother said he was too self -conscious and afraid of 
failure to enjoy himself. He portrayed little interest in girls. The 
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stepmother remarked that he did not "bothern her so much as formerly, 
but since he still quarreled with his young brother, she did not want 
him home in the summer. The case worker felt that Peter had grown 
more relaxed and secure. Peter related that he alw~s visited his 
grandmother when he came home, and the years spent with her were his 
happiest. 
In the spring Peter became more sociable at school. After his 
case worker left The Children's Aid Association, he ran awa:y before 
the new worker was able to see him. After approximately a year of 
placement, Peter was arrested for stealing in the community, and the 
court ordered that he leave the state. Therefore, Peter was dismissed 
from school. 
Peter's placement was terminated because the court ordered that he 
leave the state and, therefore, he was dismissed from school. It is the 
writer's opinion that Peter felt rejected by his stepmother who refused to 
accept him at home during the summer. Because of the court order, the 
agency did not play any part in the decision that Peter leave school, and 
they realized that the court order m~ have made him feel more rejected. 
It is possible that Peter ran fl!{(ay from school because he could not form 
attachments there. Therefore, the agency believed that he was not ready 
for immediate replacement. 
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The case of Jerry 
Jerry, nine years old, was referred by a child guidance clinic be-
cause he had many problems in school. The teacher felt he was not 
only a constant disturbance in the classroom, but also was defiant of 
authority. He antagonized and threatened other children so that he 
was unable to make friends. Although he was of at least average intel-
ligence, he was unable to read, could not concentrate, and occasionally 
played truant, difficulties which were attributed to emotional problems. 
At home he was not only stubborn and inattentive, but also jealous of 
his older brother who constantly criticized and corrected him. Jerr,r 
had set a few fires and was subject to enuresis and thumb-sucking. ~e 
parents reminded Jerry o:r his :failure by telling him that the older 
siblings did well at school. 
Jerr,y's mother said her son had been a placid child before he 
started school., and she did not consider that she played any part in 
causing his problems and blamed his teacher for his aggressiveness • 
.After Jerry was expelled from school for hitting the teacher in 
the stomach, he remarked that he had thought only the chiJ.dren were 
against him but then believed the adu.J.ts were. 
'Ihe clinic psychiatrist recommended placement in a private board-
ing school where his aggressive and educational needs would be given 
special attention. · 
Jerry's mother came to the Qrl.ldren 1 s Aid .Asso.ciation explaining 
a desire for her son to be placed for she no longer felt able to cope 
with his problems.. She found it difficult to budget satisfactorily 
and was looking for a lower-priced apartment. The father, a quiet, 
J.enient person who came from a strict family, had little contact with 
Jerr,y because he worked long hours. He, therefore, left considerable 
responsibility to his family. 
Jerry was placed in a small boys' school. where he received special 
tutoring and remedial reading. Jerr,y had said he did not want to go 
to school. After the worker saw him regularly, he expressed happiness 
when he found he was not going to a school far awfq. 
Jerry ran awfq once and showed stubborn and aggressive behavior 
during the :first week at school. When the children retaliated, he ran 
crying to the headmaster.. Within three months his behavior improved 
considerably, but in six months be reverted to lying and aggression 
toward younger children. Although in- the first few months he was al-
lowed to return home week ends, this privilege was frequently with-
drawn when his aggressive behavior developed. The school staff felt 
that Jerry's work was very erratic following week ends at home. 
S7 
The clinic psychiatrist who saw Jerry every week, felt that week-
. end privileges were very important to this boy- who was so attached to I 
his family. The psychiatrist felt that the family attitudes were of 
an over-protecting nature. 
The clinic social worker thoo.ght that the mother, because of 
Jerry1s behavior, had been under considerable pressure from people 
outside the home. She helped her to tolerate her anxiety and gain ~ 
sight. The mother kept,ever,y appointment. 
The mother c ontribu. ted a. large part of the board and the parents 
vis~ted the school. 
The case worker of-The Children's Aid Association kept in contact 
with Jerry's mother who had doubts about the school since she blamed 
the school for Jer.ry1s poor acquaintances which he kept during vaca-
tions. 
After Jerry had been at 'School a year, the psychiatrist advised 
that Jerry return home, for he felt that Jerry lrBB suffering by being 
away from home. The staff of The Children's Aid Association had pl~ 
that he continue at school since they ana. the school staff felt that 
he would benefit by another year of placement. Since the psychiatrist 
believed that Jerry-'s need to return outweighed advantages of continue~ 
placement, it was decided that he would return home. 
Jerry was then able to go to a public school for he had achieved 
the honor roll and had made mu,ch pr.ogress in his reading at school. 
He had improved in his social relations, but the case worker antici-
pated f'llrther difficulty in this line. 
Since the guidance worker and clinic social worker expected to 
work with the fa.mily, there was no need :for case work rendered by The 
Children's Aid Association and the case was closed. 
The psychiatrist at the child guidance Clinic decided that Jerry shoul.c 
go home since he felt his symptoms had decreased and that Jerry was suffer-
ing away from his family. He bad observed that Jerry bad adjusted less welJ 
when week ends were restricted. The Children's Aid Association case worker 
had planned on Jerry's continuation of placement and the school staff felt 
that Jerry would benefit by another year there. Although Jerry had pro-
gressed academically, the ease worker believed he had not improved suffi-
, 
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ciently socially to return home. Since the psychiatrist felt Jerry's need 
to return home outweighed the advantages of further placement, The Ohil.dren' ~ 
Aid Association agreed that Jerry should go home. 
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INTERPRETATIVE SUMMARY OF GROUP FIVE 
The preceding two cases consist of two boys whose termination of 
placement was e.ffected by court action and a recommendation of a psychia-
trist at a child guidance clinic. The psychiatrist felt that a boy who 
had decreased symptoms should go home because he was suf.fering apart from 
his .family and, therefore, placement could no longer help him. The Chil-
dren• sAid Association had planned that the boy continue another year but 
it followed the psychiatrist's recommendation. The court ordered the other 
boy who .felt rejected to leave the state and he was, therefore, dismissed 
from school. The Children's Aid Association did not make the decision, 
but believed that this boy who may have run away because he could not form 
attacbments at school, was not ready for replacement. 
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mAPTER V 
SUMMABI AND OJNCLUSIONS 
'!he subject of this thesis has been the study of the case records 
of twelve boys in the care of the Boston Children's Aid Association, all 
of 'Whom returned to their own homes following foster home or institutional 
placement: The boys were discharged from The Boston Children 1 s Aid Asso-
. I 
ciation during 1949 and 1950, and had been referred previous to those years 
Background information which has been presented in this study, includes the 
history and the function of the agency, and some theoretical statements 
from psychiatrists and other authorities interested in the child welfare 
field. 
It has been the purpose of this thesis to attempt to discover which 
factors influenced the return of the boys to their own homes and on 'What 
basis the decision was made to terminate placement. Since the number of 
cases studied was small, the conclusions drawn from this study can be ap-
plied only to this group of twelve boys. 
Ten of the twelve boys were placed because they suffered from be-
havior problems. Two were placed because their mothers 'Who referred them 
were unable to provide satisfactory living arrangements. The ages of the 
boys ranged from ten to sixteen years at termination of placement. Five 
boys were placed in foster homes and six in boarding schools. One boy was 
placed in a boarding school after failing to adjust in a foster home. The 
length of placement ranged from one month to four years. At termination of 
placement the parents of three boys were separated, one boy's father was 
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deceased, the father of another boy had remarried, and the mother of a boy-
who lived in his grandmother t s home was deceased. The parents of the other 
boys were liVing together. The above characteristics in the family situa-
tion were also true before the boys were placed except in the cases of two 
boys whose parents separated during the boys t placement • 
. The questions raised at the beginning of the study have been an-
swered in the following way: 
''!!!2. ~ ~ decision !2 terminate placement? ~ ~ basis were 
the decisions made?" ...;.;.;...;.;..;..~~-
The parents• pressure in three caaes effected termination of place-
ment because, in the parents• opinion (1) the son•s good adjustment in a 
foster hOme meant that he could go to another school, (2) the foster home 
was dissatisfactory and the mother had developed more confidence in caring 
for her son, (.3) the father needed the boy at home to help with the work. 
In the wr.itert s opinion, guilt may have motivated the parents of two boys 
to request the removal of their sons. 
The Children's Aid Association effected the decision to te~ate 
placement of five boys in five cases (three of whom requested the termination 
because (l) the placement goal had been attained and social and emotional. 
conditions at home had improved, (2) the mother had assumed responsibility 
and interest in her son and the adolescent period might have continued to 
interfere with his adjustment, (3) placement could no· longer help the boy, 
and social conditions at home had improved, (4) symptoms decreased after 
several years of placement and social and emotional conditions had im-
proved at home, (5) the placement goal had been attained and a better op-
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portunity for case work existed in the boy's home. 
In three cases in which The Children' s Aid Association made the 
decision to terminate placement, the boys requested termination because of 
(1) failure to see the need for placement, (2) the desire to help relatives 
in the changed social conditions at home and, in the writer's opinion, 
(.3) the boy1 s wish to establish a tie during adolescence. 
The court orders and recommendations of a psychiatrist at a hospi-
tal and child guidance clinic effected the decision to terminate placement 
in four cases consisting of four boys (two of whom requested the termina-
tion) because (1) placement could no longer help a boy 'Who, although he 
had decreased symptoms, was too concerned about the f~ situation to 
continue adjustment, (2) placement could no longer help the boy, and the 
court believed that the boy 'Who deeply- desired to help his fam.il.y- should 
be given an opportunity to prove himself, ( 3) placement could no longer 
help a boy 'Who, although he had decreased symptoms, was suffering apart 
fl"om his family, (4) a boy who had stolen in the community was ordered 
out of the state by the court and, therefore, was dismissed from school. 
In cases in which the court and the recommendation of the psy-
chiatrist at the hospital effected the decision to terminate placement, 
two boys requested termination because, in the writer's opinion, (1) the 
boy 'Who did not return to school after six months of good adjustment may-
have been ambival.ent toward his parents and may have regarded placement as 
punisbment and wanted to prove that he could make a good adjustment in the 
first few months of placement, (2) the boy who desired to return home 
after three months of good adjustment was extremely concerned about changed 
6.3 
conditions at home. 
"To 'What extent were the decisions o:r the parents and other agen-
--- -- -- - -
cies regarding termination o:r placement in agreement with the thinking~ 
The Children's Aid Association?" 
In the cases o:r two boys Whose parents t pressure effected the deci-
sion that they ret~ home, The Children's Aid Association had not planned 
that the boys be removed from the :roster homes. Af'ter the parents' con-
tinued pressure, the Association agreed that one boy should be removed 
since he had regressed in adjustment,- and it was questionable 'Whether 
f'urther placement could help him. The Association agreed to the other 
boy's removal during the summer but had not reached an understanding that I 
the mother would fail to contact the agency in the fall. However, in view I 
o:r the mother's pressure, it was questionable if the boy would further ad-
just in p).acement. Also, some o:r the conditions Which had necessitated 
placement had changed. The Association agreed that the third boy should 
terminate placement since the situat~on which had necessitated placement 
had changed, social conditions- in the :rather's home had somewhat improved, 
and the mother no longer felt able to assume responsibilit,y. 
In :rour cases the decision to terminate placement was effected by 
the recommendations o:r psychiatrists at the referring hospital and child 
guidance clinic, and court action. The Children's Aid Association agreed 
with a court in one case and the psychiatrists in two cases regarding 
termination o:r. placement, and made the final decision after the psychia-
trists made recommendations. However, the recommendation o:r the psychia-
trist at the e.bild ~dance clinic especially influenced the decision 
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r, 
l 
I 
since the Association had believed until consulting him that the boy I 
needed another year of placement in order to develop sociaJJ.y. IJ.he As- 1 
sociation did not take any part in the decision to terminate placement j 
in the case of the boy who was ordered by the court to leave the state. 
However, the agency realized that the court order and dismissal frQID. 
sChool might increase the boy's feeling that he had been rejected. The 
agency agreed to te:rmiriation to the extent that they did not believe ·it 
wise to immediately replace the boy since it was questionable whether he 
could adjust. 
.. 
. _ __, . 
'~"7JL.clr! ~ -i:: 
Richard K. Conant 
Dean 
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Case number 
Age at time e:r referral 
Number of siblings 
Date of referral 
Reason for referral 
Seriousness of the problem 
Symptoms 
nate of placement 
Appendix I 
SCHEDULE 
nate of discharge from foster home 
Number of replacements 
Parental situation at the time of placement, daring and following placement 
Parent-child relationships before placement 
Child's attitude toward placement 
Parental attitude toward placement 
Childts adjustment in the foster home 
Child-parent relationships during placement 
1he child's attitude toward going home 
Person or organization who took the lead in. requesting the 'boyt s retura 
Role of the agency in effecting return 
Condition at time of closing of case 
Psychiatric or psychological report 
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